Eden Park Primary and Nursery School
Isabelle Independence

“OUR GREATEST WEAKNESS LIES IN GIVING UP. THE MOST CERTAIN WAY TO
SUCCEED IS ALWAYS TO TRY JUST ONE MORE TIME” -THOMAS EDISON

Definition
Independent Learning is learning that is self-directed. The learning is defined, organised, and

completed by the determined learner. The ability to independ means that children can
pursue their own research and recognise which educational matéfia st valuable to the
Teachers act as facilitators or guides towards achieving this independence for their pupi
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“ONCE YOU L O READ, YOU WILL BE FOREVER FREE” -FREDERICK DOUGLASS
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Caution: Level of support

When encouraging children to learn more independently, there is a balance to find between
stepping in and allowing them to work the problem out for themselves. When a child is becoming
distressed or unhappy or looks likely to give up then encouragement should be used. When stepping
in, it is the explanation and reasoning to solve the issue that is provided that will give the stimulus to
find the right solutions next time so try to ensure that stepping in doesn’t lead immediately to doing
the work for the child.

Isabelle Independence Characteristics m

Explore different solutions to a problem
Learn from your mistakes

Be resilient
Challenge y
Be diligent
Confidently us
Embrace grey areas
Ask for help appro
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Supported independence

The child is supported to be able to independent, allowing a child to produce work in short bursts.
Child can complete tasks by following instructions and will ask for support if needed. The child
understands what “doing well” looks like and can work with some care and attention.

Principles and guidance:
> Child can produce work in small bursts and follow simple instructions
» The adult provides the necessary resources for the ¢ ccessful
» The child is confident enough to ask for support. Adu rovide it if necessary and
the child cannot be guided to making their own decisior&
» The child works on the task and the adult praises this success.

\Ne
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and text to give di on.
ithin the cla m ensuring staff are giving
dm e.g. during e talk about the day of the
g text to provide the ren with the early building
eate a calm, neutral area to provide an inviting space

Activities that support this

meaning to the text 3
week before finding
blocks they need

in lessons. Lesso ome increasingly reliant on
ort from the adult. Complete
ames to provide a solid foundation

as spoken, on a video replay, a recipe,
tructions such as washing hands etc.
increasing frequency.

verify codes q

e Providej
childre y to complete the last thing first. Ensure that they are asked to check
if the j ons have been completed. In EYFS use a ‘now and next’ visual aid.

iar instructions (such as how to put their coats on and line up, how to wash
hands, how to tidy up) in a written/pictorial format rather than always aurally. Routines
will help children establish what success looks like.

e Support the children by asking the child to find their coat, then holding out a coat and
encouraging the child to push their arms through the sleeves, at each stage ask the child
to try themselves but assisting when needed. Support with stages of hand washing,
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encouraging independence to wash the soap off gradually stepping back when the child
has mastered each step. Tidy alongside the child labelling storage boxes with pictures to
support the child with matching the objects to the labels.

Maps are also an effective use of instruction so represent these in the classroom as a
place to find chosen resources for instance. E.g. using a map of the school when setting
out the parental outcomes. Using orienteering as part of the PE curriculum.

Allow children the chance to make notes for their instructions or to write/ draw their own
for others to follow. Provide opportunities for mark making in each area of the classroom
and encourage children to give meaning to the marks they make.

Within Texts That Teach, instruction writing is explicitly taught, including note taking. This
skill is then utilised across the wider curriculum.
Allow children the chance to see instructions in a wri nd let them look over the
instructions before starting. Use one step instructions, t@n moving onto two s
instructions. The children will need to understand spoken instructions to unde
written as they get older.
Create a series of pictured instructions in a seq hey can only r
pictures are ticked off, rt with one picture and'i with ability.
Writing checklists completion of a succ
Model how to ¢ s. Keep language consistent.
Scaffolding s and ask questions to support the
child in lea
Use high q ematical exa moving from concrete to
pictorial to abstract. e children who need more
support.
Continuous scaff
staff challengi

rn. Giv

outcome. At outcom inue to challenge. This requires

nity to teach children how to be
trategies to self-support, through

outcome as an o

solving, encouraging children to
s such as inset puzzles to develop
child's needs.

the boundaries and routines are the way they
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sks such as building a tower, what happens if | use a different shape,
s that do and do not work. Revisit behaviours as children grow to enable
ew to become increasingly sophisticated.

g the effort of contributing despite the answer, to create a culture of children
not being worried about making mistakes or contributing. Value each contribution
according to its context. Lots of vocal praise and stickers.
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e Encourage a culture of asking questions. It is through questions that children clarify their
understanding and move towards independence. Model asking simple questions, ask
what, why and where questions encouraging the children to gain a deeper understanding.

e Allow children increasing opportunities to work together during which children focus on
high quality questioning. Take time to unpick this when the task is complete.

Asking for Help

e The children need to identify when they might need help at this stage. Show the children

a straightforward process of things they can do beforeasking for help:
1. Were there any instructions that might hel
2. Can we remember doing something like this before®

3. Can we think of a way to solve the problem ourselves?
4. Don't Panic: | can always ask for h
> Before an adult helps, ensure that the child to think abou
they could do. As teachers, we are often too rea in with a sol
am not sure. How could we find is
approach is mu i i s require the adult to have patience.
» Theadultc i i ore helping. “Why not ask Billy what he

m someone.

> Make delib o tell you.

» Instruct the chi h hich to seek support.
Using others

» At times childre o others if you have referred
in the solution. They may need

s and appraisals of what others are

encouraged to lend advice for

< appy, excited). These are the feelings of personal satisfaction that are
essential for strong independence.
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Increasing confidence in creating independent work

The children have increasing pride and confidence in work borne out of an understanding of how to
have done the task well and a measure of their success in meeting this goal or instruction. They see
complex problem solving modelled. They are encouraged to persevere.

Principles and guidance:

» The children move onto a stage of needing to feel confident about their own work. This
will lead to a feeling of pride in achievements, celebrati independence that led to
this. w

> Children look, increasingly, to solve problems with their ow rk themselves. Thi
requires perseverance. -

» They are shown how to solve more complex lems through modelling a ra
possibilities and making links to previously e oblems of a simi

» Children set small goals for their own work, bas r understan
“success criteria” fo livered to the children through

instructions. The | assis ing reasonable deadlin€8and points of
time to chec
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Confidence
e Ensure the childre
with “trying their,

nse of personal sa on in their work. Associate this
ing determination/ verance.

ers create to show t isfaction. Stickers/ awards/
Tapestry.

you are pleased. Avoid “good

”

ing what they did well. This will
independently.

regardless of the outcome to
correction).

e Work on how to solve problems with the children actively and model these aloud.

e Give children a set of choices to make and ask them to justify their choice.

e Share the idea of “pros and cons” with different solutions. These can work to help
children make better choices when starting to work on their own. This also leads to
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conversations about the fact that there may not be one ‘right choice’ but grey areas that
need navigating.

e Ask what the consequence would be if....

e Use Open ended problems where this IS more than one solution: so how many ways of
answering this can you find rather than just find the answer.

e “Not saying no” to allow for more open-ended conversation. For instance, “why would
you want to do it like that?” Try as an adult to allow children to experiment with content
or presentation if the child is not able to experiment with answers. Can they produce a
diagram/ picture/ model or image to explain their thinking? Can they explain to others
how to do something, or why they chose to do it like ?

e Try not to answer irrelevant questions. This applies a%f the day. Instead ask the
child what they think.

e Ensure perseverance by sharing with the children times’nen they have learn
something by really keeping going such as , riding a bike, tying shoela
game. Show them regularly that they have alr much. Learni
sense of the unknow

e When solving a pr earning by showing children to ¢
connections be . These commonalities will help make
the links in that were used such as reading
or drawing

e Think alou rking. Great when
demonstrating a mat of writing

Id to explain what the teacher

e Modeland un i i it apart again

will make sure arning is not prohibited by

what they have e.g. CAPED (check, answer another

dren’s work on the TV and use it as an editing tool, showing how the child
would now be able to edit their own work before giving it in

e Allow children chance to practice their ideas before committing. E.g. use of iPad to record
/ voice record a hold a sentence.
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e Be happy to set small time frames such as simple deadlines or points that you will check
in. This allows the child to focus on the next thing that they need to achieve and should
follow the same structure of the instructions that have been given.

e Learning walls are essential at this stage of the process. Ensure that your learning walls
meet the guidance issued: that they are relevant and the material on them supports
learning rather than just celebrates it. Include plans/ vocabulary choices/ time frames/
useful hints. The children need to know that using the wall is not weakness/ cheating but
is them taking a positive position in their learning.

¢ Do not give early finishers more to do, give then different to do.




Eden Park Primary and Nursery School
Isabelle Independence

Setting goals and generating solutions

The child explores complex problems and tasks and can complete them using a range of
resources, producing varied solutions. They can see mistakes as part of the learning process.

Principles and guidance:

» The teaching of the use of different resources will be essential to allow the child to
explore further.

» This may also mean that there is a cross over both with the Creativity Framework and the
Teamwork Framework

» The child becomes able to make distinct choices abo roceed as they can
identify issues that may arise and so can generate a su ay forward.

> By this stage, the child is starting to be able to use ”faills” positively, identifyi
in a previous attempt and try to correct the

Activities that support this stage: ‘;

Extending resourcing
SCisso glue a lot, but what about a glue gun,
sent their work and look after

[ ]
the use of a dictionary or an

e Caution: When han easing responsibili e children is it important not to
to expect a “best att .” If wishing for improvement
suggest rathe n’t you try this?” is empowering than “do this.”
e Hand bac he children and s ack on full worksheets.
i ecific box etc. as a result you will

as to where . Do not always put them out.
sources and support,

ople. Using teamwork is not a

th mindset: “l don’t know this yet; it is OK to find things hard.”

k taking as show that any mistakes made are simply part of new learning.

e Have next steps: if you need to work on this, try this. This could include a “what to do if
you finish” type challenge, reinforcing that there is no real finished.

e To achieve this, an atmosphere needs to be created in which mistakes are embraced as
part of the learning. There is no such thing as a mistake, just a new point in learning.
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Problem solving

At the end of a task, always evaluate what went well and which resources/ skills proved to
be the most useful.

Embrace grey areas: show that there are a full set of choices we could make, for instance
in writing and explore which is best. This will often be about the grammar structure.

The child is encouraged to make their own choices and so is introduced to the idea that
there is not always a right solution.

These complicated problems lead us to need to choo way of doing something and the
straightforward way of doing this is through pros an%

Children need to suggest ways forward and talk about whic ht work best.

Children are encouraged to articulate their solutions an‘/ays forward throug
pictures/ orally, in writing, in instructions.
The child needs to come back to what is tryi

the child will need to
successful outcom

ed (the goal)/t

eferred to creating sim ames and d at the
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Setting Challenges

Setting challenges: Able to identify own areas that they need to develop and work on them and
can set their own challenges.

Principles and guidance:

» Children are now able to set their own challenge and expect themselves to be challenged
within a work concept.

» Children are driven and focused and able to conduct long tasks independently

> The children make decisions based on reasoning abo ward

» The children do not need support selecting appropria s and are able to tackle
tasks without much input

» Children can set a goal for their work and measure the extent to which they h
able to meet it.

» Children can identify their own areas of weakne
improve.

determinati

Activities that support

Complex problem
» Here the pr
improve the environ
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» Allow achild to
evaluate the o
Encourage
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pm more successful” “What
orical character.”
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em and that one answer will

‘Who is the grea

to understand the g

1 more manageable steps.

Setting their own problems and identifying weakness
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> With limited direction, the children move to a stage where they can self-assess their work
and identify areas that they have not done as well

» They can move from this to a stage where they show a determination and resilience to
improve. This might be through practice or through starting to identify why they are
making a mistake.

» The children can use this level of understanding to improve and start to produce work

that is of a higher standard as they have approaches to improve it that did not need adult
intervention.

*

“I'M STILL LEARNING.” =MICHELANGEL
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