
Coast Academies Writing Framework Step 5

Assessed Almost Meeting Exceeding

1
Spell some words with ‘silent’ letters: 

e.g. knight, psalm, solemn
Lesson

Spells some common kn, mb and 

stle words correctly: e.g. knee, 

thumb, rustle.

Spells most common kn, mb, stle, 

mn, silent b words correctly: e.g. as 

at left, and solemn, debt.

Spells nearly all kn, mb, stle, mn, 

silent b and silent n words correctly.

2

Continue to distinguish between 

homophones and other words which 

are often confused

Lesson

Distinguishes and correctly spells 

some confusing pairs: e.g. led/lead, 

farther/father, aloud/allowed, 

new/knew, herd/heard, steal/steel, 

past/passed, weather/whether, 

whose/who’s.

Distinguishes and correctly spells 

most confusing pairs: e.g. as at left 

and guessed/guest, serial/cereal, 

bridal/bridle, altar/alter, 

desert/dessert, draft/draught, 

stationary/stationery, 

principal/principle

Distinguishes and correctly spells 

nearly all confusing pairs: e.g. as at 

left and aisle/isle, advise/advice, 

practise/practice, license/licence.

3

Use further prefixes and suffixes and 

understand the guidelines for adding 

them.

Lesson

Pupil can, with support, spell words 

with prefixes and suffixes with or 

without associated changes in 

spelling.

Pupil can usually spell words with 

prefixes and suffixes with or without 

associated changes in spelling: e.g. 

applicable, adorable, reliable, 

changeable, noticeable.

Pupil can almost always spell words 

with prefixes and suffixes with or 

without associated changes in 

spelling. 

4

Use the first three or four letters of a 

word to check spelling, meaning or 

both of these in a dictionary.

Lesson

With support, pupil can navigate a 

dictionary to find the initial letter of 

any word and use the guide words 

to fine tune their search to the 

second letter, then read and 

understand the definition.

Pupil can usually navigate a 

dictionary to find the initial letter of 

any word and use the guide words 

to fine tune their search to the third 

or fourth letter, then independently 

read and understand the definition.

Pupil can almost always navigate a 

dictionary to find the initial letter of 

any word and use the guide words to 

fine tune their search to the fourth or 

subsequent letter, then 

independently read and understand 

the definition.

5
KPI Write legibly, in a consistent, 

cursive style.
Lesson

Pupil often writes in a legible, 

cursive style.

Pupil can write legibly, in a 

consistent, cursive style (ie. with 

letters of the correct size, ascenders 

and descenders of the correct size, 

placement and largely parallel). 

Pupil can write quickly and fluently, in 

a consistent, legible and cursive style 

(ie. with letters of the correct size, 

ascenders and descenders of the 

correct size, placement and largely 

parallel throughout a longer piece of 

writing).

6

KPI  Identify the audience for and 

purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form.

Lesson

With support, pupil can identify the 

intended audience and purpose for 

writing. 

Pupil can usually identify the 

intended audience and purpose for 

writing.

Pupil can almost always identify the 

intended audience and purpose for 

writing.

Objective
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7
KPI Use other similar writing as models 

for their own compositions.

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.

8

In writing narratives, considering how 

authors have developed characters and 

settings in what pupils have read, 

listened to or seen performed e.g. 

planning two or three main characters 

who are clearly distinguishable from 

each other and placing them in a 

setting modelled on a favourite story 

or pupil's own locality.

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.

9

KPI  Produce internally coherent 

paragraphs in a logical sequence: e.g. 

using topic sentences to pose 

rhetorical questions which are 

answered within the paragraph, main 

idea supported or elaborated by 

subsequent sentences

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.

10

Describe settings, characters and 

atmosphere and integrate dialogue to 

convey character and advance the 

action, evoke atmosphere through 

detailed description, portray 

characters through meaningful 

interaction and dialogue that moves 

the story on: e.g. 'Watch out, you've 

left the door open!' 'Too late - the 

dog's made a bolt for it!

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.
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11

select appropriate grammar and 

vocabulary and is beginning to 

understand how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning: e.g. 

make deliberate vocabulary choices for 

effect, select specialist vocabulary to 

match the topic.

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.

12 Precis longer passages. Lesson
Pupil can, with support, précis 

longer passages.

Pupil can usually précis longer 

passages: e.g. identify key points 

from the passage and reformulate 

them coherently in their own words.

Pupil can almost always précis longer 

passages.

13

KPI Use further organisational and 

presentational devices to structure text 

and to guide the reader: e.g. pose 

questions as heading or sub-headings, 

use bullet points to organise material, 

integrate diagrams, charts or graphs

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.

14

Evaluate and edit by assessing the 

effectiveness of their own and others’ 

writing.

Lesson

Pupil can, with support, sometimes 

work alone and with a partner to 

evaluate writing against agreed 

success criteria, identifying aspects 

for alteration linked to previous 

teaching

Pupil can usually work alone and 

with a partner to evaluate writing 

against agreed success criteria, 

identifying strengths and areas for 

improvement linked to recent 

teaching and feeding back 

appropriately to the writer.

Pupil can almost always work alone 

and with a partner to evaluate writing 

against agreed success criteria 

identifying strengths and areas for 

improvement linked to recent 

teaching and feeding back 

appropriately and confidently to the 

writer.
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15

Propose changes to grammar, 

vocabulary and punctuation to 

enhance effects and clarify meaning.

Lesson

Pupil can, with support, sometimes 

propose appropriate changes to 

vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation to clarify meaning in 

their own and others’ writing.

Pupil can usually propose 

appropriate changes to vocabulary, 

grammar and punctuation to clarify 

meaning in their own and others’ 

writing: e.g. making specific 

suggestions to a writing partner or 

incorporating such changes in their 

own writing, such as: I've written: 'I 

took a picture of my friend, who 

won the 200m sprint with his 

grandmother.' I need to put a 

second comma in there after 'sprint' 

to help the reader make sense of 

what I wrote. It makes the reader 

think the grandmother sprinted too 

if I leave it without a comma.

Pupil can almost always propose 

appropriate changes to vocabulary, 

grammar and punctuation to clarify 

meaning in their own and others’ 

writing.

16

KPI Write using tense consistently and 

correctly throughout: e.g. use past 

tense in narrative, present tense in non-

chronological report and identify and 

correct own lapses readily

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.
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17

Proof-read for spelling and 

punctuation errors eg.spot most of 

their own and others’ spelling and 

punctuation errors quickly and know 

how to correct them, including errors 

in the most recently taught spelling 

patterns and punctuation items: e.g. 

You're writing a letter back from space 

and you've dropped some extra 

information inside that sentence. It 

needs to be marked out 

parenthetically. You could use 

commas, but why not use two dashes 

seeing you're writing to your dad and 

it's informal?; remember, gracious 

comes from the root word grace so 

there's no t in it. Change it to letter c 

like in grace and you'll have it right

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.

18

Ensure correct subject and verb 

agreement when using singular and 

plural, distinguishing between the 

language of speech and writing and 

choosing the appropriate register

Lesson

Pupil can, with support, understand 

that some colloquial spoken 

subject/verb pairings do not agree 

and use correct forms in writing: e.g. 

we were (not we was). Pupil can, 

with support, identify examples of 

informal speech patterns and 

structures in their own writing and 

amend to reflect standard English 

usage where appropriate. 

Pupil understands that common 

group nouns take the singular verb 

form: e.g. the football team is happy 

to be playing against Dullford; the 

government has decided to change 

exams Pupil demonstrates this 

knowledge across a wide range of 

independent writing. Pupil can 

usually identify examples of informal 

speech patterns and structures in 

their own and others' writing and 

amend or suggest amendments to 

reflect standard English usage where 

appropriate.

Pupil understands that common 

group nouns take the singular verb 

form and can edit own and others' 

work to amend this. Pupil can almost 

always identify examples of informal 

speech patterns and structures in 

their own and others' writing and 

amend or suggest amendments to 

reflect standard English usage where 

appropriate.
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19 Use a thesaurus Lesson

Pupil can, with support, sometimes 

use a thesaurus to introduce varied 

and precise vocabulary.

Pupil can usually use a thesaurus to 

introduce varied and precise 

vocabulary: e.g. after proof-reading 

own work with a partner or alone, 

turns spontaneously to thesaurus to 

address perceived need for wider 

and more varied vocabulary.

Pupil can almost always use a 

thesaurus to introduce varied and 

precise vocabulary.

20

Use expanded noun phrases to convey 

precise and detailed information 

concisely: e.g. …the small playground 

with the horizontal climbing wall…; 

...the north coast beaches with the 

best surf…; ...a tiny kitten with its eyes 

still closed..

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.

21

Use relative clauses beginning with 

who, which, where, when, whose, that 

or with an implied (i.e. omitted) 

relative pronoun: e.g. The song (that) I 

like is being played on Radio Cornwall; 

The woman who moved in next door 

has a daughter my age; The boy whose 

cast you signed broke his leg playing 

rugby.

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.

22
KPI Use modal verbs or adverbs to 

indicate degrees of possibility
Lesson

With support, pupil is beginning to 

use modal verbs or adverbs to 

indicate degrees of possibility.

Pupil can usually use modal verbs or 

adverbs to indicate degrees of 

possibility: e.g. there might be … it 

could be … we may be … 

sometimes… possibly… occasionally.

Pupil can almost always use modal 

verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees 

of possibility.
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23
Use the perfect form of verbs to mark 

relationships of time and cause
Lesson

Pupil is beginning to choose when to 

use the present perfect tense in 

contrast to the past where 

appropriate.

Pupil can usually use the present 

perfect form of verbs to mark 

relationships of time and cause: e.g. 

She has gone on holiday (and is not 

yet back, or we would write she 

went on holiday),The coach has left 

without you (because you have just 

arrived late).

Pupil is confidently using the present 

perfect tense and beginning to 

experiment with using the past 

perfect in narrative and recount: e.g. 

Shackleton had begun to plan his 

expedition years before his 

departure.

24
KPI Converting nouns or adjectives into 

verbs using suffixes: e.g. -ate; -ise; -fy.
Lesson

Pupil can, with support, sometimes 

convert nouns or adjectives into 

verbs.<

Pupil can usually convert nouns or 

adjectives into verbs: e.g. hyphen 

into hyphenate; terrific into terrify; 

random into randomise.

Pupil can almost always convert 

nouns or adjectives into verbs.

25
Use verb prefixes: e.g. dis-, de-, mis-, 

over-, re- to generate new verbs.
Lesson

Pupil can, with support, use prefixes 

to generate new verbs.

Pupil can use prefixes to generate 

new verbs: e.g. disapprove; defuse, 

misunderstand, overestimate, 

recombine.

Pupil can almost always use prefixes 

to generate new verbs. 

26

KPI  Use devices to build cohesion, 

including adverbials of time, place and 

number: e.g. linking ideas within and 

across paragraphs using later, nearby, 

secondly.

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.

27

KPI  identify which word, phrase or 

clause of a sentence they are writing or 

proof-reading needs parenthesis. Pupil 

can decide whether brackets, dashes 

or commas are the most appropriate in 

each case and uses all three 

confidently.

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.

28

KPI Consistently deploy commas to 

clarify meaning and avoid ambiguity: 

eg. is able to distinguish in meaning 

between 'The children, who had been 

given ice cream, were happy.' and 'The 

children who had been given ice cream 

were happy.'

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.
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29

Use a range of narrative techniques 

with confidence, interweaving 

elements when appropriate, (e.g. 

action, dialogue, quotation, formal or 

informal style, aside, observation, 

suspense).

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.

30

Use literary features to create effect, 

(e.g. alliteration, onomatopoeia, 

figurative language, dialect, metaphor, 

simile).

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.

31

Select from a wide range of known 

imaginative and ambitious vocabulary 

and use precisely.

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.

32

Use different techniques to conclude 

work appropriately, (e.g. opinion, 

summary, justification, comment).

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.

33

Paragraphs and sections are extended 

and developed around a topic, main 

point or idea.

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.

34

Sentences are almost always 

punctuated correctly, to include 3 or 

more of the following (as appropriate 

to the text): comma, apostrophe, 

bullets, inverted commas, hyphen, 

brackets, colon or semi-colon.

Progress 

Write

Pupil shows some understanding of 

the objective in taught and guided 

sessions.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently in a progress write 

task.

Pupil has achieved the objective 

independently on more than one 

occasion in a progress write task.
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